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A} Leaflet Prayers for the New Year—fF 


Here are some new leaflet prayers to get the New Year off 
to a good start, along with some old favorites. Please order 
by serial number. 

M56 — Lift Up Your Hearts—The Archbishop tells you how! 2¢ ///2 
M57 — Dare You Do It?—A challenge to modern youth on purity. 2¢ ,, 
Mic — Act of Consecration to the Blessed Trinity 
—by the beloved Dom Marmion. 1¢ 
M25 — Parents’ Prayer for their Children a 
—and on the reverse a prayer for husband and wife. 1¢ 
C3a — Power of the Holy Name of Jesus 2 
—for the month of the Holy Name. 1i¢ 
C34 — Prayer when the Clock Strikes—by St. Gertrude. 1 
No One Needs Thee More Than I—a favorite poem to the Sacred Heart. 1¢ 
Jesus, Mary, Joseph 
—three individual cards printed with the holy Names. Ag_each. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Ay Religion in Pictures ——_____fH 


Here are four books on religious subjects in a form children 
and youngsters will love and understand. Using the comic-book 
format with which they are familiar, the writers and artists have 
told the story of the Life of Christ, of the Mass, the Command- 
ments and the Catechism, with graphic illustrations and sound 
doctrine, which young people will find most effective. A great 
help for teachers. 

The Life of Christ—-96 pages The Catechism in Pictures—64 pages 


Know Your Mass—96 pages The Commandments of God—64 pages 
Each booklet is 35¢ and may be ordered from: 


The Catechetical Guild, St. Paul, Minnesota 


Shrine Statues 


Delightful and devotional little shrine statues, standing 54% inches 
high. On a base of wood, Saint Anthony stands holding the Child 
Jesus, behind him is a matching wooden back. Can be hung on wall 
or used as desk and table ornament. The statue itself is of ivory 
plastic. Another shrine features a ceramic Infant of Prague in pleasing 
colors. $1.00 each. 

Also available are small magnetized statues of the Sacred Heart 
and the Blessed Virgin in ivory plastic for your car. 2 for $1.00. 


For the month of the Holy Name: A picture of the Boy Christ on 
durable laminated plaque. 9 x 12 inches, $4.00. 3% x 5 inches, $1.00. 
Order from: 


Beneficial Books, Dept. TP, 712 E. 7th St., Long Beach 13, Calif. 
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May Jesus Bless Each Day of 1959! 








HE HOLY NAME OF JESUS was given to Our Lord at His Cir- 
cumcision. The Gospel says, “And after eight days were 
accomplished that the Child should be circumcised, His name 
was called Jesus, which was called by the angel before He was 
conceived in the womb” (Luke 2:21). The holy Name JESUS 
signifies “savior,” and Jesus is, in truth, the Savior and Re- 
deemer of the world. Our Lord saved His people from their sins 
by shedding His Precious Blood on Calvary’s hill, and therefore 
He merits the holy Name of Jesus. 

How many texts of Holy Scripture tell us of the power and 
sacredness of the holy Name of Jesus! St. Paul says, “God has 
exalted Him and has given Him a Name which is above all names, 
that in the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that 
are in heaven, on earth, and under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory 
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11). 

Through the Name of Jesus we are saved. “Neither is there 
salvation in any other,” says Sacred Scripture. “For there is 
no other name under heaven given to men whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). St. Peter cured the lame man by saying, 
“In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, arise and walk” 
(Acts 3:6). “In My Name,” said Jesus to His disciples, “you 
shall cast out devils, raise the dead to life, and heal all manner 
of diseases.”” And again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, if you ask 
the Father anything in My Name, He will give it to you” (John 
16:23). 

Surely, these texts are enough, and more than enough, to 
teach us the power, the virtue, and the sacredness of the all-holy 
Name of Jesus. The holy Name of Jesus brings to our minds 
the whole scheme and all the mysteries of our Redemption. Who 
was born for us in the crib of Bethlehem?—Jesus! Who promul- 
gated the Christian doctrine and confirmed it by stupendous 
miracles?—Jesus! Who in the garden purpled the green grass 
under the olives with His Heart’s Blood?—Jesus! Who bled at 
the Pillar, carried His Cross, and was nailed to it on on Calvary? 
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—Jesus! Who gave for our redemption the Precious Blood of 
His Sacred Heart, even to the last drop?—Jesus! Who feeds us 
with His most adorable Body and Blood in Holy Communion?— 
Jesus! Who remains day and night in the tabernacle to bless 
us?—Jesus! Who will, we trust, help us when we are dying, 
judge us in mercy after death, and crown us in paradise?—Jesus! 


The saints used to be enraptured into ecstasy at the love 
and sweetness contained in the holy Name of Jesus. “O Name,” 
exclaimed St. Bernard, “worthy of all blessing and praise. What 
so fills the soul with sweetness and spiritual joy? ...All food 
is dry if this oil be not poured upon it; it is insipid unless sea- 
soned with this salt. If you write, it is not acceptable to me, 
unless I read there Jesus. If you dispute or hold a conversation, 
it does not please me unless the sound of the Name of Jesus be 
heard there. Jesus is honey in the mouth, music in the ear, jubi- 
lation in the heart.” 

St. Francis de Sales writes beautifully on the holy Name of 
Jesus: “I have no time to write,” he says “only the great Name 
of salvation, Jesus. Oh, could I, oh, could we pronounce this 
holy Name of salvation from our hearts, what sweetness would 
It diffuse in our souls! How happy should we be, had we nothing 
in our understanding but Jesus; nothing in our imagination but 
Jesus! In all things Jesus would be to us, and we should be in 
all things to Him. But, alas! I cannot express what I mean by 
pronouncing this Name! To speak It, or to express It, we ought 
to have a tongue of fire.” 

To make reparation for all the blasphemies uttered against 
the holy Name of Jesus, and to induce all Christians to love 
and repeat often this sweet Name, Mother Church has granted 
an indulgence of 300 days to all who pronounce, with reverence 
and devotion, the sweet Name of Jesus, and a plenary indulgence 
under the usual conditions when they repeat this invocation daily 
for a month; and further, a plenary indulgence at the hour of 
death, if they have invoked the Holy Name frequently during 
life, provided that, after confession and Communion, or at least 
an act of contrition, they devoutly invoke the holy Name with 
their lips if possible, otherwise in their hearts, and accept death 
with resignation as the wages of sin. (“Raccolta,” 113.) 

May we ever love, bless, and praise the all-holy Name of 
Jesus! May the Name of Jesus be ever on our lips and on our 
tongues and in our hearts during life; and may It be our last in- 
vocation at death! 
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A Flash of Light 
between Two Eternities 


IFE, in many ways, is like a dream. Yet it is no dream, but 

a reality. It can be lived only once and has tremendous 
significance. If we would know the true worth of life, we must 
turn our thoughts to eternity, the thought of which has made 
most of the saints in heaven what they are. We are all heirs- 
apparent of eternity, candidates for God’s country. The span 
of time which is ours is of priceless value, because eternity is 
bound up with it, and because we may, by the proper use of it, 
purchase a happy eternity and even embellish more and more our 
crown of glory. 

Few think sufficiently of the truth—ETERNITY—and 
fewer still apply it. What folly to strive after worldly honors and 
to hope that they will bring us lasting glory! What folly to 
desire perishable riches and to look for abiding happiness in 
them! What folly, too, to plan out this human life of ours as 
though our existence found its term on this side of the grave! 
No, be wise; make your life, as it is meant to be, the way to God, 
and you will find rest both here and hereafter. 

St. Paul writes: “The time is short... for this world as we 
see it is passing away” (1 Cor. 7:29,31). Someone has wisely 
said that the time of even the longest life is no more than a flash 
of light between two eternities. “The number of the days of 
men,” says the Wise Man, “at the most are a hundred years: 
as a drop of water of the sea are they esteemed, and as a pebble 
of the sand, so are a few years compared to eternity” (Ecclus. 
18:8). St. Teresa puts the same truth in vivid language: “We 
live two hours here and have an endless life beyond.” 

Yes, time is short. It is also flying, not backward and for- 
ward like the pendulum of a clock, or like the sea with its ebb 
and flow, but ever on and on like a river. Night and day, 
healthy or sick, toiling or idle, laughing or weeping, the sands 
of time are falling without a single pause. We are running along 
a line which is ever lengthening at one end and shortening at the 
other. And there is no stopping-place. 

But it is more profitable to realize the purpose and value 
of time than to muse on the rapidity of its flight. Time is given 
us to prepare for eternity, and our eternity depends on the use 
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we make of it. The glory and happiness of the blessed in heaven 
is so great that St. Teresa was ready, she said, to suffer all the 
trials of the world till the end of time rather than lose, through 
her own fault, one jot of the glory and happiness God had des- 
tined for her. But how many, alas, know not the purpose of 
time, and live as if it were never to end, or as if they had nothing 
to fear. How many fritter away their time in idleness, mere 
vanities and useless diversions! How many will never miss an 
opportunity of enriching or amusing themselves, while they will- 
fully neglect or spurn the means of reaching eternal salvation 
and amassing the imperishable riches of heaven! 


“The land of a certain rich man,” Christ said, “brought 
forth abundant crops. And he began to take thought within 
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, for I have no room to store my 
crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns 
and build larger ones, and there I will store up all my grain and 
my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, thou hast many 
good things laid up for many years; take thy ease, eat, drink, 
be merry.” ’ But God said to him, “Thou fool, this night do they 
demand thy soul of thee; and the things that thou hast provided, 
whose will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich as regards God” (Luke 12:16-21). 


This parable, so short and telling, was reinforced by other 
weighty words spoken by Christ at another time: “Do not lay 
up for yourselves treasures on earth, where rust and moth con- 
sume, and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven, where neither rust nor moth con- 
sumes, nor thieves break in and steal” (Matt. 6:19,20). 


In the light of these words, let us learn the real value of 
time, before time shall be no more for us. If we waste the golden 
hours of our short lives and neglect our opportunity to lay up 
treasure for heaven, never in eternity shall we be able to turn 
back and make good our most regrettable mistake. “For,” says 
the Wise Man, “our time is as the passing of a shadow, and there 
is no going back of our end: for it is fast sealed, and no man 
returneth” (Wis. 2:5). 

Learn, then, the true worth of time; but learn, in particular, 
the value of the present moment. The moment once past can 
never be recalled. Nor can the future be forestalled; it is not 
yours, and it is not assured to you. NOW is the only time at 
your disposal. The present moment is the moment; the present 
duty, the duty. Time works for good or evil, according as you 
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employ it. The day that is best employed is not necessarily the 
one that has prospered your temporal affairs. The day best 
spent is that which has added most to your merits in heaven 
and brought you nearer to your true and everlasting end—GOD, 
the one sovereign Good above all, from whom all good flows and 
proceeds. 

If you wish to make all your time meritorious or profitable 
towards eternity, be careful to live in the grace of God. All 
time spent outside the state of grace is, strictly speaking, a blank 
as regards merit in the eyes of God. Just as a coin which does 
not bear the stamp of the realm is useless in the country’s trade, 
so works that do not bear the stamp of Divine grace are worth- 
less in trade with heaven. 

In the present life we sow; in the future we reap the harvest. 
Moreover, just as “every single thing we do is actually making 
death harder or easier,” as Father Faber says, so the nature of 
our eternity, and not of a few uncertain years, will altogether 
depend on the way we have employed our time. “He who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully” (2 Cor. 9:6). 

Let us, then, pray with the Psalmist: “Make known to me, 
O Lord, my end, and what is the measure of my days, that I 
may know how frail I am. Behold Thou hast made my days 
but a short span, and my life is as nothing before Thee; every 
man is nothing but a breath. Man passes like a mere shadow, 
his confusion is all in vain; he stores up and knows not who shall 
take possession of these things. And now, what do I wait for, 
O Lord? My trust is in Thee. Deliver Thou me from all my 
iniquities, and hand me not over to the reproach of the foolish. . . 
Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry, be not heed- 
less of my tears... Turn Thy eyes from me, that I may recover, 
before I go and am no more” (Ps. 38:5-9, 13, 14). 


Rev. W. Stevenson, S.J. 





Co-operatives 

“God and myself,” declared a priest, “consti- 
tute a co-operative. God contributes 99% of the capital, it is true; but 
my 1% is necessary; otherwise there will be no business. But if I in- 
vest my small quota, I become a stockholder, a depositor in the Bank 
of Heaven, and I share in the rewards and premiums.” 
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Mary’s Role in the Mystery 
of the Epiphany 


HE Mother of Jesus was chosen to co-operate in all the mys- 
teries of her Son’s life. The Gospel makes specific mention 
of her in the mystery of the Epiphany, telling us that the Magi 
“found the Child with Mary, His Mother.” Certainly, nothing 
is more natural than that a baby newly-born would be found on 
the lap of his mother. Hence, if this circumstance did not have 
a special significance, the Evangelist could well have omitted it 
as superfluous. In the holy Gospel there is nothing redundant 
or that does not carry weight. It is reasonable then to ponder 
and to search more deeply for the meaning that lies hidden in 
this detail. 

The Prophet Isaias had foretold: “There shall come forth a 
rod out of the root of Jesse, and a flower shall rise up out of his 
root; and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him...” 
(11:1,2). The Church has always recognized Mary as this mys- 
terious branch, Jesus Christ as the Flower, and the fructifying 
of the graces of redemption as the Spirit of God that rests upon 
this Flower. St. Bonaventure states that he who wants to profit 
from this Spirit, which is the Spirit of true wisdom, the Spirit of 
faith, the Spirit of consolation, of piety, of peace, must have re- 
course to the Nazarean Flower, Jesus Christ, in whom this Spirit 
reposes with His gifts. Now it is clear that this precious Flower 
is not found except on the elect shoot on which it has sprouted, 
that is, in Mary and with Mary, His Mother. We conclude then 
that no one attains the Spirit of God and the graces of redemp- 
tion and salvation except by Jesus Christ; but to come to Him it 
is necessary to find Mary. 

The Doctors of the Church teach that the graces of spirit- 
ual life, growth and maturity, are given and presented to us by 
Mary. This is exactly what the Wise Men show us in their com- 
ing to Bethlehem and finding “the Child, with His Mother.” 
These holy and fortunate men did not find Jesus, collect the 
perfume of His virtues and the graces of His infinite merits ex- 
cept through Mary, who held her Divine Son down to the reach 
of their humility and prayers. It is Mary’s loving mediation in 
their behalf that the Evangelist alludes to in saying “they found 
the Child with Mary, His Mother.” 
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In fact, there is no doubt, say the interpreters, that when 
the Wise Men reached the house of Bethlehem where the Holy 
Family had taken residence, they first of all entered into conver- 
sation with the Most Blessed Virgin, and through her words 
grasped the great mystery concerning the conception and mirac- 
ulous birth of Jesus, the virginity of the Mother, and the Divin- 
ity of the Son. After being thus prepared and disposed, en- 
lightened and instructed by 
her, they reverently prostrated 
to the ground and profoundly 
adored the new-born Savior. 
Nor was their adoration the 
homage of civic obsequiousness, 
as would be rendered to an 
earthly king, but a religious 
adoration as becomes the King 
of Heaven, the Son of God. 


This is obviously to be de- 
duced from the sacred text, in 
which this circumstance of the 
Wise Men finding Jesus to- 
gether with His Mother is men- 
tioned before the fact of their 
adoration. Surely the shep- 
herds, too, who found “Mary 
and Joseph, and the Infant 
lying in a manger,” were in- 
structed by Mary, for, as Saint 
Luke tells us, “they returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.” 
Thus the shepherds and the Wise Men were the first’ to believe 
in the Divinity of Jesus. They were the first beginning of His 
Church, the earliest members, as it were, of His Mystical Body. 





Mary manifested to them the mysteries concerning the 
great secrets of grace and salvation. She made Jesus to be 
known for what He really is: true God, true Man, and the Savior 
of men. She introduced His religion, taught about His laws, 
announced His promises. In this way, she played the part of 
the first evangelist, the first apostle of Jesus Christ, her Son, 
and with good reason acquired the glorious title with which the 
Church through her prayers and teaching has always saluted 
her: “Regina Apostolorum—Queen of the Apostles”—and it may 
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also be said, their “Teacher.” St. Luke says as much when he 
relates how “All these—the Apostles and Disciples—were per- 
severing with one mind in prayer with the women, and Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus...” (Acts 1:14). 


These expressions used by St. Matthew and St. Luke cer- 
tainly have a bond, a relationship between them. The one men- 
tions Mary’s presence at the inception of the Church in Bethle- 
hem; the other denotes her presence when the Church became 
adult at the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. St. John 
also mentions that “Mary stood by the Cross,” when the Side 
of Jesus was opened and the Church was actually “born”, as the 
Fathers tell us. The Mother of Jesus is always there, always 
fulfilling her role of spiritual Mother to the Mystical Body, the 
Church. She instructs the members with the wisdom of which 
she is the seat. She edifies them by her good example, of which 
she is ever a model. She sustains them with her zeal and with 
her prayers which she continuously pours forth for the prosperity 
of this beloved Spouse of her Divine Son. And just as during 
her life on earth, Mary was the first to explain the mysteries of 
Jesus, and ever continued to be a “Mother” to the new-born 
Church, so now in heaven she continues to be the Mediatrix of 
Graces for the Church, and to reveal and explain to its members, 
as she did to the Wise Men, the greatness and humility, the sanc- 
tity and love of God, her Son, and thereby she leads souls to 
adoration of Him. 


Not only did Mary hold Jesus in her arms while the Magi 
adored, but, encouraging them in their timid humility, stirring 
up their trust and anticipating their pious and holy desire, she 
surely let them take Him into their arms to be embraced and 
kissed. So, too, does she lead souls to the intimacy of spiritual 
union with Jesus. The only-begotten Son, God-made-Man, is 
the ineffable gift that God the Father has bestowed upon the 
world to give proof of the excess, if we may thus express it, of 
His mercy and tender love. “God so loved the world as to give 
His only-begotten Son” (John 3:16). But the fact that this 
great and precious Gift was altogether spontaneous, generous 
and free on God’s part, does not diminish the right of property 
it gives to mankind in whose favor it was made. Wherefore, 
Jesus is truly “ours,” not because of our merit, but because He 
is God’s gift to us, and an irrevocable one. 


Isaias foretold this gift when he said: “A Child is born TO 
US, a Son is given TO US” (9:6). The Angel who announced 
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His birth to the shepherds also expressed himself in the same 
manner: “This day is born TO YOU a Savior” (Luke 2:11). 
Jesus, therefore, is “ours.” Mary conceived and bore Him FOR 
US, and BECAUSE OF US. So, in handing Him to the Wise 
Men, Mary did not give Him to them solely as to private persons, 
but as to the representatives of the world. She gave Him not 
alone to satisfy their devotion, but to fulfil in them and with 
them the mystery of the Divine condescension of the Eternal 
Father in making of this same Son a bequest to the whole world. 


To obey the Eternal Father’s decrees, Mary, from the in- 
stant she brought forth her Son, offered Him for His Passion and 
Death in favor of the world’s salvation. The Church, through 
the Wise Men, took Him to be her own; and these holy Magi, in 
returning Him to Mary, did it not so much as returning a child 
to his mother, as that she might nourish and bring Him up for us. 
Mary received Him back to feed and care for as the Lamb of Sac- 
rifice, to be one day delivered up to fulfil the mystery of our re- 
demption on Calvary. Mary, in handing Him over to the Magi, 
had but ratified the gift made to us by the Eternal Father. 


Jesus is ours, and we can confidently ask for Him and for 
the graces He has won for us, both from the Father and the 
Mother, without fear of being denied. On the other hand, we 
must realize that we do not receive Jesus except through Mary. 
If we do not go to Mary, our longing to receive Him, to find Him, 
to know Him, to possess Him, will be vain. It is on this account 
that from the earliest history of the Church Mary has ever been 
portrayed with Jesus in her arms. 

Since God has entrusted to the maternal care of Mary the 
precious souls of mankind and made her the Mediatrix of the 
graces given to them, it behooves us to seek her loving interces- 
sion that we may attain a closer union with Christ, her Son. 
But not alone for ourselves should we pray to her. We must 
also ask her to obtain for those outside the true Church the 
Spirit of Wisdom by which these separated branches may be 
disposed to receive all the doctrines of Christianity and be en- 
grafted in the True Vine, Jesus Christ. This is the great lesson 
that the feast of the Epiphany must teach us, and the object of 
the Chair of Unity Octave, which follows so closely in its wake. 
The Epiphany is the mystery of God manifesting Himself to the 
Gentile or pagan world. That manifestation must be continued 
in our day through a worldwide apostolate and crusade for souls, 
supported by our prayers and personal efforts. 
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Waters of Life 


HERE is something mysterious and endlessly fascinating 
about water, whether it be the limpid waters of some placid 
lake or the tumultuous surging of the great oceans. There is life 
in water, life for fields and crops, life for animals, life for man. 
We know that at the world’s beginning “the Spirit of God moved 
over the waters,” stirring them to His designs. Water was the 
instrument of God’s justice in the deluge which destroyed the 
human family with the single exception of those who had found 
safety in the Ark. Water was the instrument of His mercy to 
the Jews when it divided, allowing the Israelites to pass dry-shod 
through the Red Sea in their escape from slavery in Egypt. 
However, the most mysterious and glorious use of water is 
its sacramental power of cleansing man from sin when it is poured 
over him at Baptism. In order for water to have this tremendous 
power, it was necessary that it be brought in contact with the 
Incarnate Son of God, whose Death on the Cross merited for 
man the sanctifying grace which the waters of Baptism confer. 
We celebrate this blessed “meeting” of Christ and water on the 
Octave Day of the feast of the Epiphany, January 13. 

When the Magi travelled from the East to worship the new- 
born King, a ‘star was their guide to Bethlehem. Very probably 
these learned Orientals with their servants and camel-train made 
quite a stir in the small village. Yet they were quickly gone again 
and the excitement of their visit was soon forgotten in the ordi- 
nary routine of life. Nevertheless their visit, known to us as the 
Epiphany, is most important, for it is the first manifestation, the 
first showing of Jesus to persons who were not Jews—to Gentiles, 
who were, spiritually, our ancestors. It was the first indication 
that the redemption Christ had been born to bring is for all 
men. 

The Baptism of Jesus was much more public than the 
Epiphany had been; so that it is also correctly called a second 
Epiphany or manifestation. Crowds of the devout and the 
merely curious had been flocking to the river Jordan to see and 
hear the austere prophet and preacher of penance who was bap- 
tising there. Many had already accepted baptism at the hands 
of John, a baptism which could only excite sorrow for sin, not 
effect its forgiveness. Then, at the height of His manhood and 
the beginning of His public life, Jesus Himself comes to the 
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Jordan and asks the astounded Precursor for baptism. Not, of 
course, that this ceremony would sanctify Him who was Sanc- 
tity itself, but that He might impart to water the power of bring- 
ing forth—as the Church puts it in the prayer for the blessing 
of the Font—“a new and heavenly people.” Jesus walked into 
the waters of the 
Jordan, not to 
have them divide 
and form a wall 
about Him as they 
had done for the 
Jews of old, but 
to be immersed in 
them in order that 
they might receive 
from Him both 
for themselves 
and for the waters 
of the whole earth 
the sanctifying 
power which they 
would retain for- 
ever. 


This Baptism of 
Jesus is in a very 
true sense the be- 
ginning of a new 
creation. And as 
the three Persons 
of the Trinity 
were present at 
the first creation, 
© Camera Clix Carl Block so are They also 

present at this one. 
The Second Person of the Trinity is present in Christ. The 
heavens open and the Dove descends as a sign of the actual 
presence of the Holy Spirit, hovering over both the Humanity of 
Jesus and the waters which bathe His sacred Body. Then the 
voice of the Almighty Father is heard proclaiming: “This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” The mystery is ac- 
complished and Jesus comes from the Jordan, having given water 
its spiritual cleansing power. 
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The Fathers of the Church have loved to meditate on this 
scene of the Baptism of our Redeemer. They see in it a solemn 
revelation of Christ’s Divinity in the midst of an act of profound 
humility. They also see an indication of the effects of the Sac- 
rament of Baptism. The cleansing from sin is implied in the 
immersion in water. Interior sanctification by grace is seen in 
the descent of the Holy Spirit, who at Baptism takes possession 
of the soul. Our adoption as children of God, with Christ and in 
Christ, is implied in the voice of the Heavenly Father. Our right 
to enter heaven, the right conferred by Baptism, is indicated by 
the opening of the heavens. 


What took place in a visible way at Christ’s Baptism, takes 
place invisibly at every Baptism. Since the new creation, the 
world of souls living in sanctifying grace, was to come forth from 
Christ through Baptism, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him 
at His Baptism, as at the beginning of time He had hovered over 
the waters in order that the beautiful material world might pro- 
ceed from them. Here Christ’s Baptism prefigures ours. That 
is why the Fathers of the Church say that Christ submerged the 
whole world in the Jordan at His Baptism and drew it out again, 
cleansed and sanctified, made pleasing to the Eternal Father. 
That is why the waters of Baptism are truly the Waters of LIFE. 












( hen you make your will, why not give a “Thank-You” 

gift to God in return for the spiritual and material 
/ gifts He has given you by remembering our Eucha- 
1k ristic Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration? The form 
/ of bequest is: 


a I hereby give, and bequeath to the Benedictine Convent 
of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, a corporation 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of 
Missouri, the sum of .... dollars, to be used for the pur- 

poses of said corporation, and I direct that any tax thereon be paid as 
an administration expense out of my residuary estate... 


If the bequest concerns personal property, insert a description in 
place of the sum of money; if real estate, give a legal description, with 
its exact location, stipulating, as above, that any tax thereon be paid 
as an administration expense out of your residuary estate. 
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Universal Father 


EVER had the world awaited with greater concern or more 
impatient eagerness the announcement of the election of 
a new Pope than at the election of our present Sovereign Pontiff. 
Minutes after the news of the choice of Cardinal Roncalli as 
Pope John XXIII was proclaimed to the throngs that crowded 
St. Peter’s Square and broadcast over the world’s net-works, 
people of all nations were excitedly passing on the word and giv- 
ing expression to their joy in the wise-choice that indicated the 
Holy Spirit’s solicitous care for His Spouse, the Church. Pius 
dies, but the Pope lives on. ‘“Habemus Papam!—We have a 
Pope!” This announcement ended the Church’s mourning and 
initiated a new era of hope and rejoicing. 


As they had done in reporting the death of Pope Pius XII, 
so also all the media of information—newspapers, television, 
radio, etc., gave an exceptional amount of space and time to 
reporting the election of his successor, recounting every event 
and detail of the new Pope’s life previous to his election, the 
pageantry of the ritual of Coronation, the words he spoke on 
frequent occasions, the pontifical acts he carried out, appoint- 
ments he made, and multitudinous other points of interest. In 
an informal talk to newspaper men, the Pope himself character- 
ized some of these efforts as a “‘wild forest of reports,” but added 
that it gave him pleasure to see that the world is interested in 
the Papacy. He also described his first days in the Papacy as a 
“kind of novitiate in universal fatherhood.” All who have had 
the good fortune to have any contact with His Holiness, either 
before or since his election to the Papacy, have experienced the 
“fatherly” affection with which he attracts all to him, even as his 
glorious predecessor, Pius XII. 


Pope John XXIII has expressed his idea of the kind of a 
man the Pope ought to be, namely, “the Pastor bonus, the Good 
Shepherd, who seeks the means of reaching souls and of spread- 
ing truth.” In his very first address, he gave evidence of his 
concern for souls when he appealed to those separated from the 
Holy Catholic Church and assured them of his hope that “all 
the sheep from East to West will return to the Fold.” His 
fatherliness has been repeatedly manifested in the tendernesss of 
his words. To the Cardinals he said, “Our heart goes out to all 
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His Holiness, Pope John XXIII 


of you, and there in Our heart you will always find proof of Our 
paternal affection for all who are part of Our Pontifical family.” 

In an address to the representatives of foreign governments, 
he assured his hearers that “We shall consecrate all Our forces” 
to the cause of world peace. He spoke of the indefatigable zeal 
of Pope Pius XII in working ceaselessly to uphold the ideal of 
a peaceful order among the nations, and added: “The same ideal 
animates Us by virtue of the sacred charge We have received.” 
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The deep sincerity of his words and the enrichment of the 
minds of his listeners in the expression of his high motives give 
the assurance that Pope John XXIII will indeed be a “Holy” 
Father to Christendom. “The principle of every holy activity, 
of every holy undertaking, consists always and entirely in follow- 
ing the Divine example of Jesus, who always helps and blesses 
the humble of heart,” he told the Archbishops and Bishops to 
whom he gave an audience. In acknowledging the acclamations 
of a group from Venice who attended his Coronation and ex- 
pressed a hope that he would return for a visit to that region, 
he said: “We must be prepared to do the will of God, and for 
the Pope the will of God was manifested clearly and decisively 
through the vote of the Cardinals.” 


These few excerpts from his early addresses and audiences 
reveal much about the deep spirituality, the profound humility, 
the wide knowledge, the great capabilities, the graciousness and 
gentle ways of Pope John XXIII. Though he was in all 
truth “a stranger” to millions of the faithful over whom he will 
henceforth exercise the role of zealous Shepherd, yet in the very 
moment that word was received of his election as the Bishop of 
Rome and Vicar of Christ, a deep-seated love for him welled up 
in the hearts of his children, a love arising from the oneness of 
all in Christ as members of the same Mystical Body. 


In this filial devotion to our Holy Father, one and all pledge 
their full obedience and receive with a docile heart the admoni- 
tions and decrees of the Supreme Pontiff. May his heart never 
be grieved by any insubordination or indifference to his teachings. 
May he, as the Most Reverend Bishop Fulton J. Sheen remarked, 
referring to the purported prophecy of Malachy, not only be a 
“Shepherd on land, but a Fisherman on the seas of the world,” 
and by his inspired zeal be permitted a glorious success in his 
work for the internal and external peace of mankind. As de- 
voted children, mindful of the tremendous burden he must 
shoulder, Catholics (and even non-Catholics) all over the world 
will keep him in their daily prayers, that the continual guidance 
and protection of God may sustain him always and everywhere. 


Spiritual Vitamin for January 
Thy Will Be Done! 
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Source of Invincible Power 


HE EUCHARIST is the Sacrament by which the world has 
been conquered for the Church,” St. Bede the Venerable 
testifies. “Take away this Sacrament from the Church, and 
error and infidelity will hold sway over the world,” warns St. 
Bonaventure. The enemies of the Church know these truths 
well. That is why they consistently attack the Blessed Sacra- 
ment by killing Its ministers or impeding their work, making it 
impossible to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice and administer to the 
faithful. The Eucharist is the source of the Church’s super- 
natural strength and of her invincible power. Yes, the emissaries 
of Satan have always understood this. They know the Eucha- 
rist is the source of the Church’s holiness and vitality; that is 
why they make every effort to weaken the Church by depriving 
her of It. They organize diabolic leagues to promote sacrilegious 
Communions; they mock and deride the Mystery of the Blessed 
Sacrament; they desecrate tabernacles and churches; they seek 
to undermine the believer’s faith in the possiblity of such a 
stupendous Mystery. 

But the Church will never cease to teach that Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament lives on in this Mystery, not only to strength- 
en the faithful, but also to extend the empire of His love over 
the whole earth. By offering Himself as a Sacrifice to God on 
the altar of the Cross, Jesus obtained for all mankind the grace 
of Redemption, the privilege of becoming children of God. But 
to draw the great family of nations more forcefully to Himself, 
He instituted the Sacrament of the Eucharist as a Banquet that 
would unite all at the Table of the Church, the Universal Mother 
of men. 

Missionaries who attempt to bring the Faith to the peoples 
of the earth are successful only because God accompanies them in 
the Eucharist and works hand in hand with them. His sancti- 
fying influence tranforms barbaric idolaters into civilized wor- 
shippers of the one True God. By the Holy Eucharist the un- 
shakable faith of the Church is vitalized and the holiness of her 
children maintained. If Catholics are indifferent to this Sacra- 
ment of God’s love, if they neglect or despise It, holiness in- 
evitably dries up in them, and their tendency to evil, together 
with the vicious influence of a pagan world, gradually empties 
them of all that is pure and noble and holy. How many times 
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have we seen this verified in history! Who cannot name men 
like Martin Luther and Adolph Hitler who once had the grace 
of the Catholic Faith and of receiving the Holy Eucharist, but 
who, having turned away from the Source of Holiness, lived most 
evil lives and led countless others into the same evil paths, veri- 
fying the proverb: “The corruption of the best is the worst.” 


The Church turns to the Eucharist whenever evil forces or 
human weakness threaten to put out the light of her holiness. 
Like the lighthouse keeper who watches closely over his lamp for 
fear that the dimness of its shining might cause tragedy in dan- 
gerous waters, Jesus watches over the Church, abiding with her, 
upholding her in persecution, preventing her from suffering spir- 
itual ruin. The Church has come forth from the Heart of Jesus 
pierced on the Cross. She is ready to stand her ground against 
any enemy. At times, it is true, she nurses the bloody wounds 
of persecution, but tyrants have never been able to crush out 
her life, and her victories are as many as her battle stripes. 
Yesterday, today, tomorrow, the Church has been, is, and will 
be invincible, because she partakes of the Bread of the Strong. 
Her position is impregnable, because it is founded on the Holy 
Eucharist, the living Jesus, who said: “Fear not! The gates of 
hell shall not prevail against you. I am with you all days, until 
the consummation of the world.” 


To gauge the fervor of a parish, the pastor counts the Com- 
munions distributed throughout the year. Many Communions 
indicate that many people have the right idea about the best 
thing the Church has to offer them—Holy Mass and Holy Com- 
munion, and that these people are at the same time concerned 
with the life of God in their souls. Holy Communion supposes 
the state of grace in the communicant. Frequent Communion 
means a “well-fed,” a healthy soul, for Communion is the Food 
and Vitamin-source of the soul. It means also a holy body, 
which tabernacles the soul. On the basis of many Communions 
in a parish, an accountant would give the parish a top-rating. 
But such a top-rating could be increased if still more people 
made an effort to raise their personal rating. And if this were 
done in every parish throughout the world, how strong the 
Church would be spiritually! 


Certainly, it cannot be expected that everybody will go to 
Holy Communion every day. That, for many reasons, is impos- 
sible. But many who now receive frequently, could perhaps go 
twice as often—excepting daily communicants, of course. And 
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those who receive seldom could certainly increase their Com- 
munions, and thus increase the vitality and strength of the 
Church, the Mystical Body, by increasing their own spiritual 
vitality. Let each one weigh this matter during the thanksgiving 
after the next Holy Communion. Receiving Holy Communion 
more frequently will doubtless mean assisting more frequently 
at Holy Mass—the supreme means of glorifying God by infinite 
adoration, honor, praise, gratitude and atonement, and of ad- 
vancing in personal holiness. Yes, go to Holy Mass, go to Holy 
Communion, to help conquer and win back the world for Christ! 


Helpful booklets for Holy Communion are: COMMUNICATE FRE- 
QUENTLY AND DEVOUTLY—15¢, which answers questions of the hesi- 
tant; A NOVENA OF HOLY COMMUNIONS—15¢, which provides special 
prayers for each day of a novena;s COMMUNION DEVOTIONS IN UNION 
WITH MARY—15¢, which will help the communicant to profit from Holy 
Communion by a preparation and thanksgiving made in the spirit of the True 
Devotion taught by St. De Montfort. Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Only a Stopping Place... 


IF A TRAVELER, journeying to another country where he was to 
reside permanently, spent all he had to build a fine home in a land 
through which he was merely passing, and made no provision for a 
dwelling in the country which was to be his home, he would be thought 
mad. Then what about the Christian who thinks only of gratifying 
himself in this world, and makes no provision for eternity, which is 
to be his lasting home? 


God’s “Monument” 
THE TOMB of Christopher Wren in the famous St. Paul’s Cathe- 


dral in London, of which he was the architect, bears this inscription: 
SI MONUMENTUM QUAERIS, CIRCUMSPICE! (“If you wish to see 
my monument, look around you.”) Well might God have inscribed 
these words upon the whole vast universe and all the works it contains, 
for they are all monuments to the wisdom, power and goodness of Him 
who is both their Architect and their Creator. 
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Benedictine Heights 


ENEDICTINE HEIGHTS is the name chosen for the prop- 
erty, recently acquired, on which the permanent Adoration 
‘Chapel of our San Diego priory will stand. When this name was 
proposed to him for approval, the Most Rev. Bishop Buddy ac- 
cepted it with enthusiasm, because to his mind it indicated the 
blessings that would flow down upon souls from our Divine Lord, 
solemnly enthroned there in the Blessed Sacrament and unceas- 
ingly adored in formal worship. He envisions the sanctuary as a 
‘Beacon Light of the Pacific,” beautifully paralleling in the spir- 
itual world the function of a lighthousé on the ocean strand. 


Ideally located on a prominent hill in Clairemont, a rapidly 
developing subdivision of San Diego, the sanctuary will be visible 
for miles around, so that this symbolic name may be applied 
to it also in an appropriate way from a natural standpoint. At 
the same time it will be easily accessible to the people as a center 
of Eucharistic Adoration, as it can be reached in just a matter 
of minutes from the heart of San Diego proper. 


The accompanying aerial view will give some idea of the 
location of Benedictine Heights, which is indicated by the white 
cross at the upper left. The white jagged lines represent resi- 
dences. Typical of San Diego, which is built on “seventy hills,” 
the whole terrain consists of high hills, which have been leveled 
off somewhat in the development process. The dark area at 
the right has been built up considerably even since this photo 
was taken, and it is only a matter of a short time before it too 
will be thickly populated. The ocean—the majestic blue Pacific 
—which is in a northwesterly direction from this section, is not 
seen in this picture; but it will be clearly visible from the new 
convent and chapel. The dark area at the lower left is Mission 
Bay, and the broad white strip running along its edge and curl- 
ing into it at the upper end is a beach of pure white sand. 

While we are not yet in a position to start building opera- 
tions at the new site, because of the debt still owing on our 
Kansas City foundation, we were pressed to acquire the property 
now because San Diego is developing so rapidly that in a few 
years it would not be possible for us to obtain, at a fairly reason- 
able price, a site in this desirable locality large enough for the 
needs of the community and to insure the desired privacy of 
the Sisters from an encroaching world. 
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The white cross indicates the site of the future permanent Adoration Chapel and Convent of our San Diego priory. 





The small temporary chapel and convent opened in San 
Diego in 1954 have already proved to be a rich source of bless- 
ings and a magnet attracting many souls to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Even in this short time, thirty organized groups of lay 
adorers are now participating regularly in the Eucharistic Adora- 
tion, and numberless private holy hours and visits have been 
made. On the Feast of Christ the King, the Most Rev. Richard 
Ackerman, Auxiliary Bishop, presided at the bestowal of fidelity 
awards upon a group of twenty-seven men and women who had 
been faithful to their regular adoration hours over a period of 
three years. First year awards were presented to eighty-three 
adorers. The difference in the two figures in itself indicates the 
progress being made in the Eucharistic apostolate among the 
laity. 

In speaking to the people afterwards, His Excellency re- 
ferred to the chapel as “an oasis of spirituality,” and urged them 
to pray earnestly for the outpouring of God’s grace in the hearts 
of all men and the extension of the reign of Christ throughout 
the world. 


May we ask our dear readers to pray for the fulfilment of 
our cherished desire that Benedictine Heights may become not 
only in name but in very truth the site of our permanent Adora- 
tion Sanctuary on the Pacific, and a center from which the 
blessings of our Eucharistic Lord radiate upon the whole world. 


ON THE ALTAR where the Most 
Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Perpet- 
ual Adoration twenty candles awe contin- 
ually burnitg. If you would like to have 
one or more burn for your own intention 
in any of our Eucharistic Sanctuaries, the 
ercirin? 3 offerings are: 50¢; fur a day andy ) 


ht¢ <$3.50+ fer one week and” $12.00, 
Alin. 2 a rp. 


for awsentive—-month. haa, # 
| You may-pitier’ vigil light burned 
in our Relic Chapel at Clyde, fer-whictr the 


offering for a ten-hour light is 10¢. 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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St. Hilary, 
Defender of the Faith 


HE Bishop laid down his pen with a sigh. He was very tired. 
Outside his window the garden lay bathed in the peace of 
the afternoon sunlight. But there was little peace for the Bishop. 
He who had wanted to live as the monks in their quiet cloisters, 
found himself instead in the midst of continuous conflict. His 
eyes left the garden and came to rest on the Crucifix which al- 
ways lay on his desk. For long minutes he gazed at it in silence. 
Then, “Forgive me, my Lord,” he whispered. “We gave You 
but little peace on earth and shall the servant desire more than 
the Master?” The Bishop’s shoulders straightened. With a firm 
hand he took up the pen and began writing swiftly: “Let men 
talk as they will and accuse me of strong language and calumny; 
it is the duty of a minister of Truth to speak the truth. If what 
I say is untrue, let me branded with the name of an infamous 
calumniator. But if I prove what I assert then I am not exceed- 
ing the bounds of apostolic liberty, nor transgressing the humil- 
ity of a successor of the Apostles. No, this is not rashness, it is 
faith! It is not inconsiderateness, it is duty! It is not anger, 
it is conscience!” 

These words, which might have come from the lips of many 
of the heroic Bishops of our day standing firmly against dictators 
who attempt to over-ride the rights of Christ’s Church, are ac- 
tually those of a Saint who lived many centuries ago: St. Hilary 
of Poitiers, whose feast is January 14. Though he lived in the 
4th century, this Saint, one of the great doctors of the universal 
Church, faced problems very like those known to the Bishops 
and priests of Communist-ridden countries of the 20th century. 
St. Hilary faced an all-powerful Emperor who wanted none but 
men obedient to him in the great sees of Christendom. He dealt 
with subservient prelates, who were ready to bow before force, 
if they saw a chance for advancement in it. Hilary knew the 
smooth trickery of those who said one thing and meant another. 
He knew danger and exile. He knew all these, but he never sub- 
mitted to them, never let them force him to walk in anything but 
the path traced out for him by his leader, Christ. 

To the Emperor, who was trying to impose the Arian heresy 
on all his Catholic subjects, Hilary wrote fearlessly: “I say to 
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you, Constantius, what I would have said to Nero or Decius: 
you are fighting against God, you are raging against the Church, 
you are persecuting the saints, you are hating the preachers 
of Christ, you are destroying religion, you are a tyrant, not in 
human things, but in the things which belong to God!” 


To the bishops who forgot their obligation to defend the 
true Christian faith with their lives if necessary, and who jus- 
tified giving in to the heretics by saying that it was necessary 
to keep in the good graces of the Emperor, Hilary wrote these 
burning words: “I am grieved to see you holding such mad 
opinions as that God needs man’s patronage and that the Church 
of Christ needs to. be upheld by an ambition that curries favor 
with the world. I ask of you, Bishops, what favor did the Apos- 
tles court in order that they might preach the Gospel? Who 
were the princes who helped them to preach Christ and convert 
almost the whole world from idolatry to God? Did Paul wait 
for royal permission to draw men to the Church of Christ? Did 
he, do you think, cringe for the patronage of a Nero or a 
Decius?” 

Words like these brought down on the courageous Bishop’s 
head the full fury of the heretics. They managed to have him 
exiled from his see of Poitiers in France to Phrygia. Undisturbed, 
the Bishop spent his time there in writing books in defense of the 
true faith, defending now by his words what he could no longer 
defend by his works. These books won him the praise of the 
great St. Jerome, who told a friend that they could all be read 
without the slightest fear of coming across any false doctrine in 
them. When a Council was called at Seleucia, Hilary was forced 
to be present at it, but the Arians so feared his learning and 
eloquence that they persuaded the Emperor to restore Hilary to 
the Church of France. At least there, they told one another 
angrily, this troublesome Bishop would not be able to win over 
the Eastern Church. His own people welcomed their Saint back 
with open arms after this battle with the heretics. From that 
time on Hilary was left in peace. Through his influence, Poitiers 
and the whole Church of France at the time condemned the 
Arians. Hilary died on January 13, 369. He was declared a 
Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius IX. 

The Bishop who succeeded Hilary in the see of Poitiers is 
a further proof of the Saint’s holiness, for he was none other than 
the famous St. Martin of Tours, who had been Hilary’s disciple 
and who, like him, loved Christ as his King above all earthly 
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honors. Though gifted with extraordinary talents and one of 
the most learned men of his age, it is his burning love for Christ 
that stands out in St. Hilary’s life. His unflinching defense of 
the truth brought him exile and suffering, but to him that was 
little if the liberty of Christ’s Church were safeguarded. Let 
us pray to this great Bishop and saintly pastor of the flock today 
and beg him to intercede for the brave Shepherds of our own 
times, inspiring them with his own spirit of faith, of loyalty and 
of love. 


“I, 49 Le sifted up, 
silk ak ilk Mania 


ta Myself!” 
These words. 


spoken by Jesus shortly before His Pas- 
sion, and referring to His impending Cru- 
cifixion, are also significant in their appli- 
cation to the Most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed upon His Eucharistic thrones for the adoration of the 
faithful. In the Blessed Sacrament, Jesus does indeed draw souls 





to Himself, the souls of the faithful who come to adore Him, but 
must leave Him after a time, and the privileged souls who become 
His Eucharistic Spouses, the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. If we 
are to maintain the five Eucharistic thrones which we have erected 
already, and grow and spread to other places, vocations are 
needed to our life. Hence, we invite young women, preferably 
between 16 and 30, who feel an attraction for this vocation to 
write for full particulars. Kindly address inquiries to: 


Rev. Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“It’s Time To Come Home”’ 


IKE two mighty pillars supporting a giant building, the 
feasts of Saints Peter and Paul loom before us on January 
18 and 25. The first marks the feast of the Chair of Peter at 
Rome, celebrating the primacy and supremacy of the Prince of 
the Apostles, whose authority lives on today in the person of 
our Holy Father, Pope John XXIII. The second celebrates 
the Conversion of St. Paul, God’s vital firebrand in spreading the 
Faith, the prototype of all those who work for the extension of 
God’s kingdom on earth. 


These two feasts mark the beginning and the end of the 
Chair of Unity Octave, an annual crusade of prayer for religious 
unity, a living echo of Christ’s own plea at the Last Supper: 
“Holy Father, keep them in Thy Name, whom Thou hast given 
Me. That they all may be one.” The immense importance of 
this crusade of prayer for unity can hardly be over-stressed in 
our days of constantly changing values, atomic races and con- 
tinuous threats of war. Confusion, fear and disorder face men 
wherever they turn. In their isolation men are bewildered; they 
want to hear an authoritative voice speaking with conviction 
about principles that do not change. Tired of being carried 
away “by every wind of doctrine,” they long, perhaps uncon- 
sciously, for unity and for peace. The “one fold and one Shep- 
herd,” promised so long ago by our Savior, has never seemed 
more to be desired, nor, it must be admitted, more difficult of 
attainment. The divisions of Christendom are deep and of long 
standing. National and racial feelings have made them grow. 
Centuries-long, interminable arguments have made them bitter. 
Confusion of ideas, errors, the good faith of some and the bad 
faith of others, have nourished them. 

Yet the reunion of Christendom is by no means impossible. 
The seamless Robe is not rent beyond repair. Divine Wisdom 
Himself desired this unity and He will not be frustrated. His 
Church has preserved down through the centuries unity of faith, 
of government and of worship. It is the goal of the Unity Oc- 
tave that all men may be brought to share this unfailing unity 
of Christ’s one true Church. 

As if to emphasize this fact, Pope John XXIII, in the very 
midst of his Coronation Mass, made a vibrant plea for this unity, 
stressing that the first duty of the Vicar of Christ on earth is to 
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show forth to all men the image of the Good Shepherd, who is 
the “Door” of the sheepfold. In part, His Holiness said: ‘“Ven- 
erable brothers and beloved children, We repeat to you as Our 
own the invitation of Roman Pontiffs of every century and in 
particular of Our predecessor of immortal memory, Pius XII; 
and on this avowal We wish to insist: namely, that We have at 
heart in a very special manner Our task as shepherd of the entire 
flock... How beautiful is the Church of Christ, the sheepfold! 
The shepherd goes before his flock and all follow him. If neces- 
sary, he engages in combat with the wolf in order to defend his 
sheep. Then the horizon broadens: ‘And other sheep I have that 
are not of this fold. Them also I must bring, and they shall hear 
My voice, and there shall be one fold and one shepherd.’ Here 
is the missionary problem in all its vastness and beauty. This 
is the solicitude of the Roman Pontificate. . .” 


When, long ago at Caesarea Philippi, Christ said: “Thou 
art Peter and upon this Rock I will build My Church,” He spoke 
these words in the full consciousness that He Himself and His 
work were imperishable. Down the long centuries He saw the 
bright picture of His eternal Church. There would always be 
a rock, a living Peter, who would confirm his brethren in their 
faith. Every successive generation would have its Peter, its rock, 
which would enable it to triumph over the assaults of evil. Where 
there is no rock, there is no Church, and where there is no 
Church, there is no Christ. 


That there are many who do not see the necessary and in- 
timate connection between faith in Christ, loyalty to His 
Church, and communion with Peter, the Bishop of Rome, is 
true. But the fault is not theirs alone. The clouds of prejudice 
and misunderstanding which often hide the true Church from 
these souls, may be due in part to us Catholics, to our sins, our 
indifference, our lack of apostolic hearts. That so many are torn 
away from union with the Catholic Church is punishment not 
only for them, but also for us. It is a punishment that should 
lead us to contrition, to the humble admission that it may be 
“through our fault, through our most grievous fault.” The spirit 
of Christ is incarnate in His Church, and we should try to fill 
ourselves with this spirit: a spirit of love, of compassion, of 
brotherhood. If we do this, God will not fail to grant us unity 
again, an outward unity, symbol of our inward union with His 
Son. 

And it is to the Mother of Christ that we should turn in 
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this, as in all other needs. Mary first wove for Jesus His seam- 
less robe. She is still a skilled seamstress, knowing just where 
and how to stitch. She is also a Mother, knowing just when to 
call out to her sons and daughters near and far: “Children, it’s 
time to come Home.” 


Thy Will Be Done 


“My will, not Thine, be done,” 
Robbed man of Paradise. 
“Thy will, not mine be done,” 

Restored the long-lost prize. 


HE greatest glory we can give to God is to do His will in all 
things. To be constantly intent on fulfilling the will of God 
is the road to sanctity. Our Lord taught this lesson of obedience 
and conformity to God’s will without ceasing, throughout His 
life, both by word and example. He told us: “For I have come 
down from heaven, not to do My will, but the will of Him who 
sent Me” (John 6:38). He told His disciples that He would 
recognize as His brothers those who do the will of God. He told 
Martha, “But one thing is necessary”; and that was but another 
way of instructing her that doing the will of God is all that 
should concern each one of us, whether it consists in active 
duties, contemplative prayer, sufferings, or any other work. In 
His Agony, Jesus shrank from the bitterness of His coming Pas- 
sion which He knew was at hand, but with heroic submission of 
His will to that of His Father in heaven, He cried out: “Father, 
not My will, but Thine be done!” 

Mary, His Mother and ours, likewise shows us the peerless 
example of complete submission to God’s will. “Behold the 
Handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to thy 
word,” she replied when Gabriel announced to her the designs 
of God in her regard. This same spirit of loving conformity to 
God’s will is seen in every word and action of her life. The 
saints, too, constantly directed their attention to fulfilling the 
will of God as it was made known to them, keeping in mind St. 
Paul’s admonition that in the will of God is our sanctification. 
And an example very close to us of conformity to God’s will is 
that of our late Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, whose last audible 
words, we are told, were: “Thy will be done!” 
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But now, let us turn our thoughts to the souls in purgatory. 
It can justly be said that all the souls in purgatory are there only 
because during life they did not truly fulfil the will of God, or 
did not fulfil it in every detail, or with the spirit of love and 
humility. They are now suffering for their neglect. 

We must learn a lesson from them, and not imitate their 
negligence, but imitate the saints and strive to fulfil the will of 
God in our regard as perfectly as possible. There is no sanctity 
outside the will of God. On the other hand, everything outside 
the will of God is sinful. To give our heart, our love, our will to 
God under all conditions—this is perfect love and union with 
God. Let us make it our New Year’s resolution, and we may 
phrase it in the four little words of the Our Father: 


THY WILL BE DONE! 


Let us resolve to form the habit of constantly repeating 
these words, which the Church has enriched with an indulgence 
of 500 days.* Each time we say them from the heart, we are 
drawing closer to God, becoming more holy ourselves, and at 
the same time we can offer the indulgence for the poor souls to 
help undo their folly of turning away from God’s will here on 
earth. 

“Thy will, not mine, be done.” 
Thus let us pray, each one, 


At morn, at noon, at eve, 
“Thy will, not mine, be done.” 


*The faithful, who in the midst of the adversities of this life raise their 
minds in confidence to God and recite this ejaculation in a spirit of devotion, are 
granted an indulgence of 500 days. A plenary indulgence is granted on the 
usual conditions, if they continue its devout recitation daily for a month. 


(“Raccolta” 32.) 


A Certain Hermit was accustomed to raise his eyes to heaven and 
keep them fixed there for a few moments, before putting his hand to any 
work. When asked why he did this he answered: “I am taking aim, so 
that | may not miss the mark.” —We, too, before beginning any action, 
ought to direct our aim heavenward by a good intention: “All for Thee, 
O Sacred Heart of Jesus!” “My God, all for love of Thee!” 
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Little Lovers’ League 


RESH from God’s loving hands, dear Little Lovers, another 
New Year comes to us. Like all the years, this one, too, is 
filled with His promise of blessing, filled with His eternal hope 
that we will learn to love Him more and serve Him better in 
each of its days. Time is such a precious gift of God! So pre- 
cious, in fact, that He has made our eternity depend on it. If 
we use time well, we shall be forever happy in heaven. If we 
misuse it, we shall win heaven only with difficulty—perhaps not 
at all. 

To make the best use of time is not, after all, so very hard. 
We use time best when we use it for God, minute by minute as 
we receive it from Him. To use time for God is simply to offer 
all the minutes of the day to Him by our Morning Offering, when 
we get up. This prayer tells God that we want every word, every 
act, every thought of the day to be His. Then, throughout the 
day, as we finish one thing to begin another, we repeat this offer- 
ing, quite simply, by a quick thought, a short ejaculation, asking 
our Father in Heaven to help us do our work well for Him or 
thanking Him for the help He has already given us. In the 
evening before we go to bed, we apologize to God for all the 
minutes that have not been so well used and promise Him to try 
harder the next day. 

God is never far from us, dear Little Lovers. We can find 
Him in the most ordinary work, the most ordinary places. He 
is with us at home, at school, wherever we are. And we, in turn, 
are never far from God when we use time in this way, when we 
make our time truly His. 


PRACTICE: Make the resolution to say your Morning Offering 
with very special fervor all during January and try to get your com- 
panions to do the same. 


ASPIRATION: May the holy Name of Jesus be loved and praised 
everywhere and at all times. 


CONTEST 


IT’S contest-time again, dear Little Lovers. And here is 
a chance for you to show your skill with the Saints. Fill in the 
blank spaces on the next page and complete the last paragraph. 
Mail your entries to us by the 10th of February and we will send 
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a prize to the best one in the under-ten group and the over-ten 
group. Please send us your name, age, address and the name of 
your school. You may use ink or pencil, but please print or 
write clearly. The names of the winners will be published in the 
April issue of the magazine. 


To Honor the Saints 


The Saint of Saints is of course ............ , to whom our coun- 
try is dedicated. Close to the hearts of nearly every Catholic 
WF I ondacandis , who is called the Patron of the Universal Church. 
Canada, our northern neighbor, honors as her patron another 
great Saint, who was very dear to our first Saint. This is St. 
elena When Jesus was on earth, He had a very great Saint 
to watch over and guard Him; this same Saint is now the special 
guardian of the Blessed Sacrament. This is St. -............ 

Just as each person usually has a patron Saint to call upon, 
so do most of the countries. The patron Saint of Ireland, for 


example, is St. ............ ; that of England is St. ............. We pray 
to the Saints for help in all our needs. Some of them are patrons 
of particular cases. St. ............ , for instance, is the one to call 
on when we have lost something. If we have a sore throat we 
yg ERE When we need help in our studies there is 
no one like St. _............ If we are really desperate we call on 
ae 


Some of the greatest Saints were the founders of religious 
Orders who help to spread God’s kingdom on earth by prayer, 
by teaching, by preaching, by caring for the sick and in many 
other ways. The founder of the Benedictines was St. ............. 


 eniest founded the Franciscans; St. ............ the Order of 
Preachers. The founder of the Redemptorists is St. -............ 
Though St. ............ did not actually found the Carmelites, they 


look upon her as one of their greatest Saints, along with St. 
PAA i: who is one of the most popular of modern Saints, and 
is especially dear to all our Little Lovers. 

Among the Saints have been kings and queens, like King 
_ eo of France and Queen St. ............ of Scotland. There 
have been Saints who were beggars like St. ............. Some of the 
Saints were Popes, like St. ............ who was canonized by a Pope 
who died not long ago. And some of the Saints were children 
like little St. -........... who died at thirteen and is usually pic- 
tured carrying a lamb; and St. ............ who was a martyr for 
Christ when he was still a boy. He had the special privilege 
of dying when he was carrying the Blessed Sacrament. 


gE A. LAIR EA ae 


(In not more than 75 to 100 words tell who your favorite Saint is and why.) 
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Only the good wheat will 
be gathered into the heav- 
enly granary when the eter- 
nal harvest time comes. 
Make sure you are among ml & 
the good grain by cultivating § 
a taste for sound Catholic 
reading during the New 
Booklets will help you. 











Devotion to the Holy Trinity — The Holy Trinity is the basic 
doctrine of our Faith, the foundation stone of all our spiritual build- 
ing. Learn more of the greatness and nearness of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit in these pages. 


Your Mass and You — The Mass, the daily offering of Christ, 
makes Calvary present again, offers atonement to the Father for our 
sins, pledges us happiness in heaven. Make the Mass part of your life. 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All -— God could not give us more than 
Himself, yet that is His Gift to us in the Holy Eucharist—Himeelf, 
His immediate Presence: His love, His power, His consolation. 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly — What better way to 
start the New Year than by a firm resolve to receive Holy Communion 
often and devoutly? “If Christ is for us, who can be against us?” 
Saint Paul asks. And with Christ in our heart, we can face life 
courageously. 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus — Why we love the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus; His twelve magnificent promises to those who venerate Him 
with this devotion; and many beautiful prayers. 

To Jesus through Mary — The surest, the swiftest, the easiest 
way to Jesus is through His Mother Mary. What are the essentials 
of devotion to Mary? What are some exterior practices? You'll find 
the answer in this booklet, along with prayers in her honor. 


Each booklet 15¢. Postage extra. Reduction on 50 or more. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Along the Way 


Along the way of this New Year there is no better habit to 


cultivate than that of good Catholic reading. 


help you off to a good start. 


Rays of Catholic Truth 


Two of the most brilliant rays 
of Catholic truth are grace and 
its chief channel, the Mass. A 
sound knowledge of these will 
enrich your life here—and here- 
after. 


Live Your Faith 


In these days of 
unrest and insecur- 
ity, FAITH is our 
most precious pos- 
session. Know your 
Faith, love it and 
live it. 10¢ 


Fount of Eternal Youth 


Baptism makes you a member 


of the Church. It is your door 
to life, to grace, to hope. You 
will realize the vital necessity 
and effects of this wonderful 
Sacrament after reading this 
booklet. 


How to Find the True Church 


In these days of Catholic Ac- 
tion every layman and woman 
should be a member of the 
Apostolate, able to explain the 
fundamentals of his belief to 
others. This booklet is a valu- 
able help toward a better knowl- 
edge of the Church. 


These booklets will 


Do You Know the Church? 


Don’t take your Church for 
granted. Read about her, study 
her, so as to learn to appreciate 
her more deeply yourself and be 
able to help others in their 
search for her. 


More Precious than 
Diamonds 


Grace is truly 
more precious than 
diamonds. It is your 
most valuable spirit- 
ual jewel. Learn to 
value it now. 


My Daily Visit 

A fine help toward strength- 
ening your faith and love for 
God and His Church is a daily 
visit to the Tabernacle. Tuck 
this handy booklet in your 
purse or pocket for such visits. 


Each booklet 15¢ except as marked. 
Postage extra. 
Reduction on quantities. 
Benedictine Convent 


of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 





